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“Then the King (David) said to Zadok, ‘Take the ark 
of God back into the city. If I find favor in the Lord’s 

eyes, He will bring me back and let me see it (the ark) 
and His dwelling place again.’” 

2 Samuel 15:25 
 
 
 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                                         March 21, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have 
in believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
LITURGY: SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT                      CW pg. 26 
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 115 (vs. 1-3)                                                “He Stood before the Court” 
 

 
 

P:   The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
       Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 



CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  
      Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
The congregation may kneel. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
      disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and  
      failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in  
      eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I  
      pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  
      sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you  

      all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear  
      our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 
P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to  
      stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 
 
P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their  
      worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 



P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender  
      care: 

 
 
P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

 

 



PASSION HISTORY LESSON 5 
 
Pastor:  Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, and said to them, “You  
   brought this man to me as one who is misleading the people. Look, I have examined him in your  
   presence. I have found in this man no basis for the charges you are bringing against him. Herod  
   did not either, for he sent him back to us. See, he has done nothing worthy of death. So I will  
   have him flogged and release him.”1 
Men:  At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the crowd  
   any one prisoner they wanted.  
 
Congregation:  At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner named Barabbas, 
   who had been thrown in prison for a rebellion in the city and for murder. The  
   crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 
 
P:  So when they were assembled, Pilate said to them, “Do you want me to release the King of the  
   Jews to you? Which one do you want me to release to you? Barabbas—or Jesus, who is called  
   Christ?” For Pilate in fact knew that they had handed Jesus over to him because of envy. 
Women:  While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a message.  
   “Have nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since I have suffered  
    many things today in a dream because of him.” 
  
Men:  But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas  
   and to have Jesus put to death. 
 
P:  The governor asked them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” 
C:  They all shouted together with one voice: “Take him away! Release Barabbas  
   to us!” 
 
P:  Pilate said to them, “Then what do you want me to do with the man you call the King of the  
   Jews? What should I do with Jesus, who is called Christ?” 
C:  They all said to him, “Crucify him!” 
 
P:  But the governor said, “Why? What has he done wrong?” 
C:  But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!” 
 
Men:  Pilate addressed them again, because he wanted to release Jesus. But they kept  
   shouting, “Crucify! Crucify him!” 
 
 
 

                                              
1
 Luke 23:13-16 



P:  He said to them the third time, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found no grounds for  
   sentencing him to death. So I will whip him and release him.”  
Women:  But they kept pressuring him with loud voices, demanding that he be 
   crucified. And their voices were overwhelming.2 
 
C:  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.3 
 

P:  The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole cohort4 of  
   soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. They twisted together a  
   crown of thorns and put it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand, knelt in front of him,  
   and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spit on him, took the staff, and hit him  
   repeatedly on his head. They also kept hitting him in the face.5 
Men:  Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to  
   you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                              
2
 Matthew 27:15-23; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:17-23; John 18:39-40 

3
 John 19:1; Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15 

4
 A Roman cohort was about six hundred soldiers. 

5
 Matthew 27:27-30; Mark 15:16-19; Luke 23:17-25; John 19:2-3 



PSALM 143           pg. 118 
 

 
 

O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;* 

in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief. 

 

Do not bring your servant into judgment,* 

for no one living is righteous before you. 

 

My spirit grows faint within me;* 

my heart within me is dismayed. 

 

Refrain 

 

Answer me quickly, O LORD;* 

do not hide your face from me. 

 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,* 

for I have put my trust in you. 

 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;* 

may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 

 



PASSION HISTORY LESSON 5 (CONT.) 
 

Pastor:  So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,  
   “Behold the man!” 
Congregation:  When the chief priests and guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify!  
   Crucify!” 
 
Men:  Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no basis for a  
   charge against him.” 
 
Women:  The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he  
   ought to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
 
P:  When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He went back inside the palace  
   again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
Women:  But Jesus gave him no answer. 
 
MEN:  So Pilate asked him, “Are you not talking to me? Don’t you know that I have  
   the authority to release you or to crucify you?” 
 
P:  Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over me at all if it had not been given to you  
   from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 
C:  From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If you let this 
   man go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to be a king opposes  
   Caesar!” 
 
P:  When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat down on the judge’s seat at a  
   place called the Stone Pavement, or Gabbatha in Aramaic. It was about the sixth hour6 on the  
   Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your king!” 
C:  They shouted, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” 
 
P:  Pilate said to them, “Should I crucify your king?” 
Men:  “We have no king but Caesar!” the chief priests answered.7 
 
 
 
 

                                              
6
 The word about indicates an approximate time reference. Likely this was in the first part of the day, between 6 AM and 9 

AM, using the time system of the Roman civil day, which began at 12 midnight. Mark 15:25 states that Jesus was crucified at 

9 AM. John also seems to use Roman civil time to calculate the day in John 20:19 (because the evening is considered part of 

the first day of the week. Jewish time regarded sunset as the beginning of the next day). 
7
 John 19:4-15 



C:  When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead it was  
   turning into a riot, he decided that what they demanded would be done. 
  
Men:  He took water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said, “I am  
   innocent of this righteous man’s blood. It is your responsibility.” 
 
C:  And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!” 
 
P:  Since he wanted to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. 
Women:  So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.8 
 
P:  After they had mocked him, the soldiers took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then  
   they led him away to crucify him. Jesus was carrying his own cross. 
Men:  As they were going out of the city, a certain man, Simon of Cyrene (the father 
   of Alexander and Rufus), was passing by on his way in from the country. They  
   placed the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.  
 
Women:  A large crowd of the people was following him, including women who  
   were mourning and wailing for him. 
 
P:  Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for me, but weep for  
   yourselves and for your children. Be sure of this: The days are coming when they will say,  
   ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never gave birth, and the breasts that never  
   nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’9  
   For if they do these things to the green wood, what will happen to the dry?”10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                              
8
 Matthew 27:24-26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:24; John 19:16 

9
 Hosea 10:8 

10
 Matthew 27:31-32; Mark 15:16-19; Luke 23:26-31; John 19:16-17 



HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 120                            “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON TEXT AND THEME:                       2 Samuel 15:23-32; 17:14 & 23 
 
23 All the people of the land wept loudly as all the troops were marching by. The king crossed over 
the stream bed of the Kidron. All the people kept marching by in the direction of the wilderness. 
24 Next came Zadok and all the Levites with him, who were carrying the Ark of the Covenant of 
God. They set down the Ark of God, and Abiathar offered up sacrifices until all the people finished 
passing by, as they left the city. 25 The king said to Zadok, “Return the Ark of God to the city. If I 
find favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me back and let me see it in its proper dwelling 
place. 26 But if he says, ‘I have no pleasure in you,’ look, here I am. Let him do to me whatever is 
good in his eyes.” 27 The king said to Zadok the priest, “Aren’t you a seer? Go back to the city in 
peace. You two priests, take your sons with you—your son Ahima’az and Abiathar’s son 
Jonathan. 28 Listen, I will be waiting at the fords in the wilderness until word comes from you to 
inform me.” 29 So Zadok and Abiathar carried the Ark of God back to Jerusalem, and they remained 
there. 30 David went up along the ascent to the top of the Mount of Olives. As he walked along with 
his head covered, he was weeping, and he was walking barefoot. All the people who were with him 
also covered their heads. As they went up, they were weeping as they walked along. 31 David had 
been told, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” So David said, “Please, LORD, 
make the advice of Ahithophel foolish.” 32 David arrived at the summit, where he worshipped God. 
 
14 Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The advice of Hushai the Arkite is better than the advice 
of Ahithophel.” The LORD had arranged to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel, so that 
the LORD could bring disaster upon Absalom. 
 
23 When Ahithophel saw that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his donkey, set out, went 
to his house in his hometown, and set his household in order. Then he hanged himself. He died, and 
he was buried in the tomb of his father. (EHV)                               
 

DAVID AND AHITHOPEL 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from  
      your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure  
      of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow 
      with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s  
      body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means  
      of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole  
      Christian Church on earth. 
C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our  
      love for one another. 
 
 



P:  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage,  
      and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face  
      the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us  
      to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and  
      prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have  
      established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and  
      bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 
C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things  
      through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



THE SACRAMENT 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of 

our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and 

we proclaim his death until he returns. 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  
     spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us  
     when we are weak. 
 
     Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of   
     his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and  
     glory for ever and ever: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  
       thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is  
       given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
      Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  
      my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
      whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CW 104                                            “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
                                         CW 310                                       “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 



 
THANKSGIVNG 

 

 
 
Benediction 
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 
 
   
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
       gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
 
 

 



 
Closing Hymn:  CW 115 (v. 4)                                “He Stood before the Court” 
 

 
 

                                        
 

Officiants 
  Accompanist: Deanna Schneck  

Liturgist & Preacher:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-240-3888;   rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

 
 
WORSHIP FOR APRIL:   
Tuesday Worship Service will be on Tuesday, April 6th at 1:30 p.m. instead of the 13th due to the 
Pastor’s Conference being held on the 13th. 
 

 
CALL NEWS: 

 

  Zion had called Pastor Kurt Schaser of St. John’s, Newburg, WI to be our associate  
 pastor.  Pastor Schaser was led to return the call. 
 

 Zion’s 3-5th grade teacher, Kurt Nielsen has accepted a divine call to teach upper grades 
 @ Mt. Olive L. C., Appleton, WI.  Please keep Kurt and his family in your prayers.  He 
 will finish out the school year and likely be moving in June.  SOLI DEO GLORIA. 
 

 ZION NEXT CALL MEETING will be on SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 
 -Teacher Call Meeting will begin at 1 p.m. 
 -Pastor Call Meeting will be at 2 p.m. 

 

 
HURON VALLEY LUTHERAN:  The HVL Music Department is pleased to be able to present the 
annual Easter Concert this year on Sunday, March 28. The Concert begins at 3:00 PM in the HVL 
gym. Due to the large size of the room, we are able to accommodate an audience size of 200. 
Masks & social distancing will be required.  
 
 
MICHIGAN LUTHERAN SEMINARY CONCERT CHOIR: 
The 38 voice MLS Concert Choir will be singing at our church on Monday, April 12, at 1:45 
p.m.  Several Concert Choir students at MLS will be accompanying the 38-voice choir, including 
piano, organ, brass, woodwinds, and strings.  Please invite your friends, neighbors, and relatives.  
It promises to be a spiritually edifying and wonderfully inspiring service.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZION AUCTION:  Zion’s Christian Education Association (CEA) is planning on having their auction 
OUTSIDE on April 18th at 12:30 p.m. The auction is to help raise money to support the many 
different school activities and projects throughout the year.  Our goal this year is to support small 
businesses in Monroe.  Many stores have already begun donating items.  We plan on having a 
preview of some of the donated items on the church/school website by April 1st.  This year instead 
of having a free will donation lunch we will be having a food truck.  They will be selling a variety of 
food choices and then giving us a percentage of the sales. We will be open for donations to the 
auction that are new items, handmade items or food items.  We can only accept food items if they 
are individually wrapped and labeled.  Donation slips can be found in both foyers and in the school 
hallway.  If you plan on bringing a food item please bring them on Sunday morning between church 
services from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  If you have any questions please speak to one of the school 
teachers or Mrs. Vanisacker.  Thank you in advance for your help. We look forward to seeing 
everyone there. 
 
 
COMING UP AT ZION …. 
 

 Sunday   8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 5th Lent Worship Service  
     6-8:00 p.m. BIC #4 
 Wednesday   7:00 p.m. 6th Midweek Lent Worship Service  
 Next Sunday   8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship Service  
     6-8:00 p.m. BIC #5 
 
 

MARCH VOLUNTEERS 
  March 3 & 7 March 10 & 14 March 17 & 21 March 24 & 28 

ALTAR 

GUILD 
       Liz Seibert  

USHERS Mar. 3 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
 

Mar. 7 
8:30 a.m. 

Rob Krueger 
Ralph Naveaux 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Alan Bober 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

Mar. 10 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
Bob Trowbridge 
Dave McKenzie 

 
Mar. 14 

8:30 a.m. 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
Bob Trowbridge 
Dave McKenzie 

 
10:30 a.m. 

Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 
Klaus Koenig 

Juergan Koenig 
Matt McCormick 

 

Mar. 17 
Tony Affholter 

Dan Fuerstenberg 
Mark Fuerstenberg 
Tim Fuerstenberg 

 
Mar. 21 

8:30 a.m. 
Tony Affholter 

Dan Fuerstenberg 
Mark Fuerstenberg 
Tim Fuerstenberg 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Joe Koch 

Joe Schmeling 
Dave Benge 
Aaron Benge 

 

Mar. 24 
Joe Koch 

Joe Schmeling 
Dave Benge 
Aaron Benge 

 
Mar. 28 

8:30 a.m. 
Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 
David Krueger 

Russ Vitale 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Alan Bober 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

 


