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“I am innocent of this righteous man’s blood. 
It is your responsibility.” 

Matthew 27:24 
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IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU!   
 

Midweek Lent 2                                February 24, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

SERIES THEME: HANDS OF THE PASSION 
 

OPENING HYMN: CW 116                                              “In the Hour of Trial” 
 

 
 

 



PRAYER: 
M:  The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C:  Amen. 
 

M:  It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C:  To give praise to your name, O Most High; 
 

M:  To herald your love in the morning, 
C:  Your truth at the close of day. 
 

M:  Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
C:  Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 

M:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C:  Who made heaven and earth. 
 

M:  Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and each other. 
 

M:  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, 
    and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

       that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed 
    by my fault, 

        by my own fault, 
           by my own grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 
          forgive me all my sins, 

    and bring me to everlasting life. 
C:  The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, 

and remission of all your sins. 
 

M:  Amen. 
C:  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, 

    and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
       that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed 

    by my fault, 
        by my own fault, 
           by my own grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 
          forgive me all my sins, 

    and bring me to everlasting life. 
 

M:  The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, 
and remission of all your sins. 

C:  Amen. 



PSALM 119B           pg. 110 
 

 
 
Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;* 

then I will keep them to the end. 

 

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law* 

and obey it with all my heart. 

 

Direct me in the path of your commands,* 

for there I find delight. 

 

Refrain 

 

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;* 

preserve my life according to your Word. 

 

Fulfill your promise to your servant,* 

so that you may be feared. 

 

How I long for your precepts!* 

Preserve my life in your righteousness. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 
 



 
 



 
 
SERMON HYMN: CW 454 (vs. 1-5)             “I Gave My Life for Thee” 
 

 
 
 



SERMON TEXT:         Matthew 27:15-26 
 
15 At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the crowd any one prisoner 
they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner named Barabbas. 17 So when 
they were assembled, Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want me to release to you? 
Barabbas—or Jesus, who is called Christ?” 18 For Pilate knew that they had handed Jesus over to 
him because of envy. 19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a message. 
“Have nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since I have suffered many things today in a 
dream because of him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus put to death. 21 The governor asked them, “Which of the two do you 
want me to release to you?” “Barabbas!” they said. 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do 
with Jesus, who is called Christ?” They all said to him, “Crucify him!” 23 But the governor said, 
“Why? What has he done wrong?” But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!” 
24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead it was turning into a riot, he 
took water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said, “I am innocent of this righteous man’s 
blood. It is your responsibility.” 25 And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our 
children!” 26 Then he released Barabbas to them, but he had Jesus flogged and handed him over to be 
crucified. (EHV) 
 
SERMON THEME:  “HANDS OF SELF PRESERVATION” (Pilate) 
 
PRAYERS: 
 

M:  In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and  
     for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 
C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for 
     joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M:  For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and  
     health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
M:  For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind,  
     and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 
C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 



M:  For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose 
     souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
M:  In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care.  
     Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR PEACE 
M:  Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us,  
     your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your  
     commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and  
     quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
     Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

M:  The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
     Spirit be with you all. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN: CW 454 (v.6)                “I Gave My Life for Thee” 

 

 
 

Officiants: 
Accompanist: Julie Nielsen   

Liturgist:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Mosher of Hosanna Lutheran Church,  

Monclova, OH 
 
 
 


