
  
  

 

 
 

 

“The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. 

We have seen His glory, the glory He has as 

the only begotten from the Father, 

full of grace and truth.” 

John 1:14 
 

 

 



 ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Mid-Week Advent Service                                       December 2, 2020 
 
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
OPENING HYMN:  CW 12                                       “Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes” 
 

 
 
 

 
INVOCATION 
 
M:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION OF SINS 
AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
      Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

M & C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I  
      have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
 

 
 
M & C:  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity.  
 

 
 
M & C:  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in  
      my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

 
 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the  
      atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  
      authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of  
      the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
M:  Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for    
       providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Thank  
       you for forgiving our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your 
      Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who  
      reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSIVE PRAISE 
 

Minister sings Refrain, Congregation sings Refrain 
Minister sings verse 1, Congregations sings refrain 
Minister sings verse 2, Congregation sings refrain 
 

 
 
 

Lesson John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with 
God in the beginning. 3 Through him everything was made, and without him not one thing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 5 The light is shining in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man, sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 He came as an eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light. 9 The real light that shines 
on everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to what was his own, yet his own people did 
not accept him. 12 But to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right 



to become children of God. 13 They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John testified 
about him. He cried out, “This was the one I spoke about when I said, ‘The one coming after me 
outranks me because he existed before me.’” 16 For out of his fullness we have all received grace upon 
grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one 
has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son,[e] who is close to the Father’s side, has made him 

known. (EHV) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 279         “O Word of God Incarnate” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON TEXT AND THEME:                                                               John 1:1, 2 & 14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with 
God in the beginning.  
 
14 The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he has as the 
only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

CHRISTMAS IS THE INCARNATION 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given  
       thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is  
       given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
      Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  
      my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
      whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CW 19                                          “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 
                                         CW 313                                  “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

 

 



P:  For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and  
     for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 

P:  For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for 
      joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 
P:  For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and  
      health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

 

P:  For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind,  
      and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

 

P:  For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls  
     are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

 

 

P:  In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care.  
      Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
      Give us this day our daily bread;  
      and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil.  
      For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Peace 
 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 
P:  Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us,  
      your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your  
      commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and  
      quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the  
      Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen. 
 
SONG OF SIMEON 
Nunc Dimittis 

 
 



BLESSING 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 21 (v. 1)       “Hosanna to the Coming Lord” 
 

 
 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Olivia Krueger 

 Liturgist & Preacher: Pastor Ross Ulrich 

 
 


