
 

 
 

 
 
 

11 I have told you these things so that my joy  
would continue to be in you and that your joy  

would be complete. 
John 15:11 

  
 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter                                      May 5 & 9, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have 
in believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: The Savior’s great love for us is the guiding principle in our lives, and this love 
unites us as we love one another. 
 

Liturgy:  Service of the Word                                                              CW pg. 38 
 

OPENING HYMN:  CW 250                               “From All that Dwell below the Skies” 
 

 
 
 

 



P:   The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
       Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear  
      children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,  
      let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I  
      have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
      in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  
      Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of  
      our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God  
      give you strength to live according to his will. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you.  Inspire us to think those things that 
are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according 
to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

First Lesson                              Acts 11:19-26 

19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that took place at the time of Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But 
there were some men from Cyprus and Cyrene who came to Antioch and also began to speak to the 
Greeks, preaching the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a 
large number of people believed and turned to the Lord.22 A report about this reached the ears of 
the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to go on to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw 
God’s grace, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with devoted 
hearts. 24 He was a good man who was full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a large number of 
people were added to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul. 26 When he found 
him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year they met with the church and taught a large 
number of people. It was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. (EHV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 98                         CW pg. 103 
 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song,* 

for he has done marvelous things. 
 

The LORD has made his salvation known* 

and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 

to the house of Israel;* 

all the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 
 

Refrain 

 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 

burst into jubilant song with music; 
 

make music to the LORD with the harp,* 

with the harp and the sound of singing. 
 

Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples with equity. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



 
Second Lesson             1 John 4:1-11  
 
1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from God, for many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: 
Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit 
who does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have 
heard is coming and is already in the world. 4 You are from God, dear children, and you have 
overcome the false prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 5 They are 
from the world. That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens to 
them. 6 We are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from God 
does not listen to us. That is how we can distinguish between the spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error. 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love has not known God, because 
God is love. 9 This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten Son into 
the world so that we may live through him. 10 This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us so 
much, we also should love one another. (EHV) 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia.  Alleluia. Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia. 
 
I have told you these things so that 

my joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete.  Alleluia. (John 15:11cf. 
EHV) 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 377 (vs. 1-4)                        “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Sermon text and theme:                  John 15:9-17 
 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love. 10 If you hold on to my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have held on to my Father’s commands and remain 
in his love. 11 I have told you these things so that my joy would continue to be in you and that your 
joy would be complete. 12 “This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one 
has greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if 
you continue to do the things I instruct you. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does 
not know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because everything that I heard 
from my Father, I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask in my name. 17 These things I am instructing you, so that you love one another. (EHV) 
 

HERE’S HOW OUR JOY 
MAY BE COMPLETE 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
P:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the  
      resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.  
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue  
     the lost. 
C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 
 
P:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us 
     confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people  
     standing before your throne and singing the song of victory: 
C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and  
      glory and praise. 
 
P:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those  
      around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and  
      our treasures. 
C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
P:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the  
      dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 
P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 

 
P:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come  
      before you and say: 
C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN:  CW 377 (vs. 6-9)                                            “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 
Music from before sermon 
 

 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
     by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,  
     guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives  
     and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 



 
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with  
      gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  CW 356 (v. 1)                       “You Are the Way; through You Alone” 

 

 
 
 
 

                                      
 

Officiants 
Accompanist: Wed. – Deanna Schneck 

Sun. - Kayla Liechty  
Liturgist & Preacher:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

 

 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-240-3888;   rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

 

WORSHIP FOR MAY:   
Zion has scheduled worship on Sundays @ 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.  We plan on in-person Sunday 
School, Adult Bible Class, and Youth Group at 9:30 a.m.  We will keep this schedule (God-willing) 
through Sun., May 23.   
 
PRIVATE COMMUNION:   Pastor Ulrich is available for private communion by appointment.  Please 
contact him at church (734)242-1378 or home (734) 240-3888.  He will be happy to schedule a 
time to serve you. 

 
CALL NEWS: 

  Zion had called Pastor Benjamin Radtke, St. Martin’s Lutheran church of Watertown,  
 South  Dakota to be our associate pastor.  Please keep Pastor Radtke in your prayers as he  
 deliberates his call to Zion. 
 

 Zion has called Ryan Roth to be our 3-5th grade teacher.  Mr. Roth has accepted our call.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
THANK YOU:  Thank you to everyone who made the Red Cross Blood Drive a success.  We were 
able to help with 38 units being donated. 
 
THANK YOU: 
Dear Zion family, 
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your generous outpouring of support during 
my time at Martin Luther College. I am finishing up my sophomore year at MLC, working toward a double 
major in Elementary Education and Secondary Communication Arts and Literature.   
 
While I was preparing for my final exams and projects these last couple weeks of school, I was very 
thankful to receive news that Zion has once again chosen to participate in Martin Luther College's 
Congregational Partner Grant Program. In this program MLC matches a congregation's grant, dollar for 
dollar, up to $1,000.  Zion has once again, generously gone above and beyond with their contributions this 
year, and I am truly grateful for the support.   
 
In addition to great financial support, I have appreciated all of the words of encouragement and prayers that 
I have received during my time away at school. Lord willing, I will graduate from MLC in 2024 and receive 
a call to one of our WELS elementary or high schools. Thank you again for your support and for your 
prayers. I am looking forward to being home soon and being able to see everyone again.  
 
In Christ,  
 
Olivia Krueger 



CHURCH SPRING CLEANING:  The annual outdoor clean-up is scheduled for Saturday, May 15th at 
9:00 a.m.  If you would like to come and help make Zion look beautiful outside please come.  This 
is a great way to share your talents and enjoy the wonderful outdoors and fresh air.  Thank you for 
considering this time to help. 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR:  Zion School is having a book fair from Wednesday, May 12 – Sunday, 
May 16 in the Zion gymnasium.  Wednesday – Friday is it will be from 3-4:30 p.m.  Saturday will 
be from 10:00 a.m. – 2 p.m. and Sunday will be from 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  This is a great 
opportunity to stock up on summer reading!  From pre-school to middle, reading is always a great 
activity for those lazy summer days!  As always, through Scholastic’s rewards, your purchase helps 
Zion’s school library and classrooms keep the latest and greatest books available for our students. 
 

MLS SUMMER CAMPS 
Information is now available for Michigan Lutheran Seminary summer camps. You can visit 
www.mlsem.org/summercamps for details on dates, times, and prices. You can also register for 
camps as well. We will not be offering any overnight camps this year. Camps offered include: 
basketball, volleyball, football, and fine arts.  
 

Registration will open on Monday April 19 at 8:00 a.m. and run through midnight on May 23. Space 
at the camps will be limited due so social distancing requirements so don't wait until the last minute 
to register! Contact Michael Priebe at mdp@mlsem.org with any questions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMING UP AT ZION …. 

  
Sunday   8:15 & 10:45 a.m. Worship (IC) 
    9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Bible Class 

NO BIC - Mother’s Day   
Monday   10:00 a.m. Pastor’s Circuit Meeting @ St. Stephen, Adrian 

7:30 p.m. Board of Education meeting 
Tuesday   1:30 p.m. Worship (IC) 
Wednesday   7:00 p.m. Worship  
Saturday   9:00 a.m. – noon Outdoor Clean-up 
Next Sunday   8:15 & 10:45 a.m. Worship  
    9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth Group, and Bible Class 
    6-8:00 p.m. BIC #8 
  

 
 

MAY VOLUNTEERS 
  Apr. 28 & May 2 May 5 & 9 May 12 & 16 May 19 & 23 May 26  

ALTAR 

GUILD 
        Ruth Ann Peters   

USHERS April 28 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 
Klaus Koenig 

Juergan Koenig 
Matt McCormick 

 
May 2 

8:15 a.m. 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
Bob Trowbridge 
Dave McKenzie 

 
10:45 a.m. 

Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 
Klaus Koenig 

Juergan Koenig 
Matt McCormick 

 

May 5 
Ray Chandonnet 

Erich Freiny 
Bob Trowbridge 
Dave McKenzie 

 
May 9 

8:15 a.m. 
Tony Affholter 

Dan Fuerstenberg 
Mark Fuerstenberg 
Tim Fuerstenberg 

 
10:45 a.m. 
Joe Koch 

Joe Schmeling 
Dave Benge 

 

May 12 
Tony Affholter 

Dan Fuerstenberg 
Mark Fuerstenberg 
Tim Fuerstenberg 

 
May 16 

8:15 a.m. 
Mark Kipf 

Keith McBee 
David Krueger 

Russ Vitale 
 

10:45 a.m. 
Alan Bober 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 

May 19 
Joe Koch 

Joe Schmeling 
Dave Benge 

 
May 23 

8:15 a.m. 
Rob Krueger 

Ralph Naveaux 
 

10:45 a.m. 
Rich Heusman 
Jeff Heusman 
Klaus Koenig 

Juergan Koenig 
Matt McCormick 

 

May 26 
Alan Bober 

Jeremy Robinson 
Jacob Robinson 

William Robinson 
 
 

COMMUNION 
HELPERS 
 
 

8:15 a.m. 
Rob Krueger 

 
10:45 a.m. 
Alan Bober 

 
 
 

 May 12 
Ben Husby 

 
May 16 

8:15 a.m. 
Mark 

Fuerstenberg 
 

10:45 a.m. 
John Hill 

  
 

 
 

 


