
 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent         March 29, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“After He said this, He shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 

      The man who had died came out . . .” 

    John 11:43 & 44a 
 

 

 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent                                    March 29, 2020  
 

Welcome to Zion.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and joy we have in believing that 
JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.   
 
Worship Focus:  Issues of death and life are presented to us as we prepare to enter Holy Week on Palm 
Sunday.  In Christ, through the working of the Spirit in the Word and sacraments, we are rescued from spiritual 
death and are given new life. 
  

THE GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD 
 

 
 

 
Opening Hymn:  CW 370 (vs. 1-4) “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
 

 
 
 



P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  (spoken) Amen. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:  Oh, how I love your law! 
C:  I meditate on it all day long. 
   

P:  Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C:  for they are ever with me. 
 

P:  I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on your statutes. 
  

P: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      

 
 
 
 

P: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.                                                                                              
2 Timothy 3:16, 17 

 
 
 



P: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it.  For this and all our 
sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).  The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a 
perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your 
salvation.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers.  Be  gracious to us in our 
weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say and do; through Jesus Christ, 
your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

             
     
 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson:                                                                                     Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
1The hand of the LORD was upon me. He brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of a valley, which was full of bones. 2 He had me pass through them and go all over among them. There 
were very many on the valley floor, and they were very dry.3 He said to me, “Son of man, can these dry bones 
live?” I answered, “LORD God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD.’” 5 This is what the LORD God says to these bones. I am about to make 
breath enter you so that you will live. 6 I will attach tendons to you. I will put flesh back on you. I will cover you 
with skin and put breath in you, and you will live. Then you will know that I am the LORD. 7 So I prophesied as I 
had been commanded, and as I was prophesying there was a noise, a rattling, as the bones came together, one 
bone connecting to another. 8 As I watched, tendons were attached to them, then flesh grew over them, and skin 
covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the wind.[c] Prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the wind that this is what the LORD God says. From the four winds, come, O wind, and breathe 
into these slain so that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me. Breath entered them, and they 
came back to life. They stood on their feet, a very, very large army. 11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They are saying, ‘Our bones are dried up. Our hope is lost. We have been 
completely cut off.’ 12 Therefore, prophesy and say to them that this is what the LORD God says. My people, I 
am going to open your graves and raise you up from your graves and bring you back to the soil of Israel. 13 Then 
you will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and raise you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live. I will settle you on your own land, and you will know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.” (EHV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=EHV#fen-EHV-21402c


Psalm 116                         CW pg. 107 
 

 
 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 

he heard my cry for mercy. 

 

Because he turned his ear to me,* 

I will call on him as long as I live. 

 

The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 

when I was in great need, he saved me. 

 

Refrain 

 

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

 

How can I repay the LORD* 

for all his goodness to me? 

 

I will lift up the cup of salvation* 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



Second Lesson:                            Romans 8:11-19 
 
11 And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the 
dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit, who is dwelling in you.12 So then, brothers, we 
do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with it. 13 For if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you 
are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live. 14 Indeed, those who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid 
again, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom[a] we call out, “Abba, Father!” 16 The Spirit himself joins 
our spirit in testifying that we are God’s children.17 Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, since we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him. 18 For I conclude 
that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to 
us. 19 In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. (EHV) 
 

Hymn of the Day: CW 110 (vs.1-4)                  “My Song Is Love Unknown”    
                                              

 
 
 
 

Sermon Text and Theme:                                                                       John 11:17-44 
 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary was sitting in the 
house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A11-19&version=EHV#fen-EHV-28120a


24 Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even if he dies. 26 And whoever lives and believes in 
me will never perish. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 28 After she said this, Martha went back to call her sister Mary. 
She whispered, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet gone into the village, but was still where Martha met him. 31 The Jews 
who were with Mary in the house consoling her saw that she got up quickly and left. So they followed her, 
supposing she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she 
fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled. 34 He 
asked, “Where have you laid him?” They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?” 38 Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this 
time there will be an odor, because it has been four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank 
you that you heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 After he said this, he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44 The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with strips of linen and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him go.” (EHV) 
 

“DOES ANYONE HAVE IT EASY?” 
 
Lent Responsive Prayer of the Church 

P:  Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by his obedient  
      death on the cross. 
C:  We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 

P:  Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on 
     Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C:  Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the  
      cost. 
 

P:  Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of  
     the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure  
     to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 
C:  By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 

P:  Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the  
     lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face  
     the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 
C:  Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort 
      and hope. 
 

P:  Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social workers and  
     caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 
C:  Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good. 



Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P:  Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of death, that  
      we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn:  CW 110 (VS. 5-7)                                               “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 

 
 



PRAYER 
 
P:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing 
     hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we  
     may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
     who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  (spoken) Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

     The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
C:  (spoken) Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn:  CW 370 (v. 5)                                                         
 

 
 
 

Officiants: 
Accompanist:  Deanna Schneck 

Liturgist:  Pastor Daniel Slaughter 
Pastor:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

 



ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-240-3888;   rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 

Pastor Daniel Slaughter:  734-735-0552; dslaughter@zionmonroe.org 
Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 

 

 
EASTER LILIES:  The Easter lilies are being delivered on April 10.  Since we are not able to worship for Easter we 
are planning on having the lilies available for pick-up at the East Foyer door from 8-11 a.m. 
 
 
COMING UP AT ZION …. 
Sunday Worship Service available online @ 10:00 a.m. 

- No on-site Worship Service, Bible class or Sunday School   
Monday 6:30 p.m. Adult Choir    
Wednesday   Worship Service available online @ 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Worship Service available online @ 10:00 a.m. 

- No on-site Worship Service, Bible class or Sunday School   
  
   
PLAN AHEAD:   LENT SERVICES: CANCELLED BUT AVAILABLE ONLINE 

1) Apr 1 – “The Promised Warrior” – Isaiah 42:13 

 
CHURCH CLEANING: The church cleaning rotation is at 8 weeks.  The Board of Stewardship has a goal of 
building that list to 16.  You may receive a phone call from the Stewardship Board over the next few weeks 
asking if you would be willing to join the church cleaning rotation.  There will be at least two opportunities to come 
and learn what is included in cleaning the church. Dates are TBD. You can also reach out to Rob Krueger at 734-
770-1149 for more information. Thank you for considering!   
 
FISH FRY DATE CHANGE:  The new fish fry date is Friday, April 17, 2020 in the gym at Zion Lutheran 
Church, 186 Cole Road in Monroe, MI 48161 from 4:30-7:00 pm. The proceeds will be used to support the 
Capital Improvement Fund of Killarney Lutheran Camp. The cost is $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 and 
under. If directives about the COVID-19 cause this event to be postponed again, you will be informed. 
 
RUMMAGE SALE:  Zion is having a Rummage Sale on Saturday, May 9th from 8a.m. – 4 p.m.  Donations can be 
delivered the week before the sale Sunday-Thursday 8 a.m. - noon and Friday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.  We are looking 
for volunteers to help sort and set up all donations.  If you have any questions or want to volunteer please call 
Melissa Freiny 734-652-1638. 

Offerings for Week Ending 03/22/20 

  General Fund Missions 

Weekly 

Budgeted       $8,733  Budgeted       $782  

Received        $2,660  Received        $285  

  ($6,073)   ($497) 

Year to 
Date 

Budgeted      $104,796  Budgeted      $9,387  

Received       $84,252  Received       $8,041  

  ($20,544)   ($1,346) 
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