
  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                                          May 17, 2020 

 
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
Worship Focus:  Confession of Christ and of our hope in him is the calling of all who have been 
baptized.  Such confession includes not only our faithful testimony but also our loving obedience to 
Jesus’ commands.  As we live out our confession of Christ, we are comforted by the presence of the 
Spirit whom the Son has sent while we await his return. 
 
Liturgy:  Common Service                                                          CW pg. 15 
 
Opening Hymn:  CW 476                                              “Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower” 
 

 



 
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
      Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I  
      have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what  
      is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment  
      both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in  
      my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 

 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the  
      atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  

      authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of  
      the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 



 

Glory Be To God 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

 



 

P:  Let us pray. 

P:  Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you.  Inspire us to think those things that   
     are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according  
     to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
     the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 

 
 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson                                                                                                                          Acts 17:22-31 
22 Then Paul stood up in front of the council of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I see that 
you are very religious in every way. 23 For as I was walking around and carefully observing your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar on which had been inscribed, ‘To an unknown god.’ Now 
what you worship as unknown—this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 24 “The God who made 
the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples made with 
hands. 25 Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed anything, since he himself gives all 
people life and breath and everything they have. 26 From one man, he made every nation of mankind 
to live over the entire face of the earth. He determined the appointed times and the boundaries 
where they would live. 27 He did this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for him and find 
him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ 
As some of your own poets have said, ‘Indeed, we are also his offspring.’ 29 “Therefore, since we are 
God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by human skill and planning. 30 Although God overlooked the times of ignorance, he is now 
commanding all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has set a day on which he is going to 
judge the world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He provided proof of this to everyone by 

raising him from the dead.”  (EHV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 66                                     CW pg. 90 
In her song to her Lord, the Church calls on the world to give fitting praise to God for his blessings. 

 

 
 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!* 

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 

 

Praise our God, O peoples,* 

let the sound of his praise be heard. 

 

He has preserved our lives* 

and kept our feet from slipping. 

 

Refrain 

 

Come and listen, all you who fear God;* 

let me tell you what he has done for me. 

 

If I had cherished sin in my heart,* 

the Lord would not have listened; 

 

but God has surely listened* 

and heard my voice in prayer. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 



Second Lesson                                                                                                    1 Peter 3:15-22 
15 But regard the Lord, the Christ, as holy in your hearts. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 But speak with gentleness and 
respect, while maintaining a clear conscience, so that those who attack your good way of life in 
Christ may be put to shame because they slandered you as evildoers. 17 Indeed, it is better, if it is 
God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil, 18 because Christ also suffered once for sins 
in our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in flesh but 
was made alive in spirit, 19 in which he also went and made an announcement to the spirits in prison. 
20 These spirits disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was waiting in the days of Noah while the 
ark was being built. In this ark a few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water. 21 And corresponding 
to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the body but the guarantee of a good 
conscience before God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 He went to heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. (EHV) 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  If anyone loves me, he will obey  
     my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.   
    Alleluia.  (John 14:23 NIV) 
 

 
 
 

The Second Article 
(Redemption) 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 

 born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended 

into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is sitting 

at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not 

with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with 
his innocent suffering and death. 



All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, 
and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 
This is most certainly true. 

 
 
Hymn of the Day:  CW 377 (vs. 1-4)                                      “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 
 

 
 
 
 



Sermon text and theme                                                                                        John 14:15-21 
15 “If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive 
because it does not see him or know him. You know him because he stays with you and will be in 
you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will see me 
no longer, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 The one who has my commands and holds on to 
them is the one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I too will love 
him and show myself to him.” (EHV) 
 

LOVE COMPELS LOVE 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
P:  Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your  
     gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its people. 
C:  We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without  
      fear. 
 
P:  You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and mountain,  
      and the marvels of medicine and science. 
C:  For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 
 



P:  Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to  
      govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed forces 
      and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 
C:  Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good. 
 
P:  Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they may  
      produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident, and spare our land  
      from the ravages of disease and epidemic. 
C:  Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 
 
P:  Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each other,  
      parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children to show  
      respect.  
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 

 
P:  To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 
C:  Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
     be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
     our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
     temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and  
     the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn:  CW 377 (vs. 5-9)             “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Prayer 
 
P:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 
     above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and  
     edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess  
     your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
     you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

 
 
 
Closing Hymn:  CW 377 (v. 10)                          “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 

 

 
 
 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Claire and Tess Herman 

 Liturgist: Pastor Ross Ulrich  
Preacher: Pastor Daniel Slaughter 

 


