
 

DOES FORGIVENESS HAVE ITS LIMITS? 
 

 

 
 

 
 



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost                                         September 27, 2020                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have 
in believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
WORSHIP FOCUS:  God’s undeserved love empowers us to forgive those who sin against us. 
 
LITURGY: Service of Morning Praise             CW pg. 45 
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 493                                                     “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 
 



 
 
 
FIRST LESSON                                Genesis 50:15-21    
          
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate 
us and will pay us back in full for all of the evil that we did to him.” 16 They sent the following 
message to Joseph: “Before he died your father commanded us, 17 ‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please 
forgive the offense of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ Now, please 
forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18 His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said, “See now, we are your 
servants.” 19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 You meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to pass and to keep many people alive, as it is 
this day. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little ones.” He comforted 
them and spoke to them in a kind way.  (EHV) 
 
 

PSALM 103                  CW pg. 105 

 

 

Praise the LORD, O my soul;* 

all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

 

He forgives all your sins* 

and heals all your diseases; 

 

he redeems your life from the grave* 

and crowns you with love and compassion. 

 

Refrain 



 

 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious,* 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve* 

or repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,* 

so great is his love for those who fear him; 

 

as far as the east is from the west,* 

so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

 

Refrain 

 

As a father has compassion on his children,* 

so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 

 

for he knows how we are formed,* 

he remembers that we are dust. 

 

Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;* 

the wind blows over it and it is gone. 

 

But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him* 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: From The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 



P:  Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe your Word. Cleanse our  
      minds and renew our hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ, 
      our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Second Lesson             Romans 14:5-9  
 

5 One person values one day above another. Another person values every day the same. Let each 
person be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The person who honors a certain day does this for the 
Lord, and the person who eats does this for the Lord, because he gives thanks to God. And the 
person who does not eat does this for the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 In fact, not one of us lives 
for himself, and not one dies for himself. 8 Indeed, if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, 
we die for the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this reason he died, 
rose, and lived, to be Lord of both the dead and the living. (EHV) 
 

P:  Alleluia.  Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  Alleluia. (Romans 15:4 
cf. NIV) 

 
HYMN: CW 306             “Before You, God, the Judge of All” 
 

 



Sermon Text and Theme:                          Matthew 18:21-35 
 

21 Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I forgive my brother when he 
sins against me? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as 
many as seventy-seven times. 23 For this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle them, a man who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his master 
ordered that he be sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he owned to repay the debt. 
26 “Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Master, be patient with me, and 
I will pay you everything!’ 27 The master of that servant had pity on him, released him, and forgave 
him the debt. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him one hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 
29 “So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you 
back!’ 30 But he refused. Instead he went off and threw the man into prison until he could pay back 
what he owed.31 “When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very distressed. 
They went and reported to their master everything that had taken place. 32 “Then his master called 
him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt when you begged me 
to. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 His 
master was angry and handed him over to the jailers until he could pay back everything he owed. 
35 “This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of you forgives his brother 
from his heart.” (EHV) 

 

DOES FORGIVENESS HAVE ITS LIMITS? 
 

WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD 

 

 



 

 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
     done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
     trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever  
     and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow 
     after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful  
    work; through your Son,  Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
    Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
 
PRAYER FOR GRACE 
P:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this  
      new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor  
      run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through  
      Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 

 
 

BLESSING 

 

 

 
 



CLOSING HYMN: CW 366            “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                      
 
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Deanna Schneck 

Liturgist & Preacher:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pastor Ross Ulrich:  734-240-3888;   rwulrich@zionmonroe.org 
Pastor Daniel Slaughter:  734-735-0552; dslaughter@zionmonroe.org 

Principal:  Bryan Schneck:  907-331-7761; bschneck@zionmonroe.org 
 

 
PASTOR SLAUGHTER HAS ACCEPTED ANOTHER DIVINE CALL – On Sun., Sept. 13, Pastor Slaughter 
announced that after prayerful deliberation he has accepted the call to serve as Associate Pastor at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Belle Plaine, MN.  Jeremiah 29:11 “I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord “plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
SOLI DEO GLORIA. 
 
PASTOR SLAUGHTER IS PREACHING at St. Paul’s, Monroe on Sun., Sept. 27. 
 
HIM + HER WORSHIP is a WELS worship band and they will be making their way to Zion. Join us 
on Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00 pm  for a Worship Concert AND Sunday,  
October 25th for a Worship Service featuring some of their music! You can find them on 
Instagram, Spotify, YouTube, Facebook to preview music.  
 
OVER ABUNDANCE TABLE:  Do you have to much produce in your garden? Are you afraid it will go 
bad before you can use it all?  We have a solution – bring your extra items into church and share 
your good fortune with others.  There is a table in the west foyer to leave your items.  Anyone can 
come and grab something from the table for FREE to take home and enjoy.  Thank you to everyone 
who donates.  Everyone please enjoy. 
 
WORSHIP FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER:  Zion Elders and Council have decided at this time that 
with still being in Phase 4 of COVID-19 we are going to maintain the current worship schedule.  So 
there will be no Sunday School, Adult Bible Class or Youth Group.  Wednesday worship at 
7:00 p.m., Sunday worship at 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., and Tuesday, Oct. 13 @ 1:30 p.m.  We 
will review the schedule each month and let you know if/when it changes.  Council reviewed it on 
Sept. 17 for October.  The Worship schedule will be reviewed on October 15 for November.  
Thank you for your patience. 
 
HVL NEWS: 
HVL Virtual Auction - HVL’s 2020 Auction will be held online.  Item preview begins Sept 12, bidding begins 
Sept 19, and the Auction Program Premiere will take place on Sept 26 at 7pm, with bidding ending at 
9pm.  Go to www.hvlhs.org for more information. 
 

 

This week at Zion: 
Mon. – Pastor’s Conference @ Salem, Ann Arbor 
Tues. – Pastor Ulrich has a virtual District Nominating Committee Meeting 
Thurs. – Wedding Rehearsal at 6 p.m. 
Fri. – Paige Post and Montant Heiss Marriage at 5 p.m. 

mailto:rwulrich@zionmonroe.org
mailto:dslaughter@zionmonroe.org
mailto:bschneck@zionmonroe.org
http://www.hvlhs.org/


Offerings for Week Ending 09/20/20 

  General Fund Missions 

Weekly 

Budgeted       $8,733  Budgeted       $782  

Received        $7,760  Received        $1,135  

  ($973)   $353  

Year to 
Date 

Budgeted      $331,855  Budgeted      $29,726  

Received       $283,495  Received       $24,535  

  ($48,360)   ($5,190) 
 

 


