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GOOD FRIDAY:  SERVICE OF SEVEN WORDS 
 

 
Good Friday Prayer 
M: Heavenly Father, you are a just God who accepts nothing less than perfection.  All too often we fail 

to realize how much our sins offend you.  We forget that the wages of sin truly is death.  We forget 
that there actually is a hell.  Lead us to recognize the seriousness of our sinfulness.  Lead us also to 
admit our inability to make things right with you. 

C: Teach us to look to you as the only one who can make us just and right. 
 
M: Today we are reminded not only of your justice but also of your love.  You did not spare your own 

Son but gave him as a ransom for each one of us.  Comfort us with the knowledge of His great love.  
Give us the peace that the forgiveness of sins brings. 

C: When we feel our guilt, point us to the cross, where our guilt was washed away in 
Jesus’ blood. 

 
M: Lord Jesus, we thank you for paying the debt that we could not pay.  We thank you for coming to 

earth so that we could be with you forever in heaven. 
C: For being our perfect substitute, we thank you, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
M: Son of God, you offered up your body as an unblemished sacrifice for sin and commended your 

spirit into the hands of your Father.  Teach us to cast the cares of this brief life on our heavenly 
Father and commit our bodies and souls to his love. 

C: Give us the courage to face death, knowing that it is the gate to our home in heaven. 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we offer our personal thanks for the forgiveness that you have given us and for 

the home that you have won for us. 
 
Silent prayer 
 
M: The cross was once an instrument of death.  It is now a sign of life. 
C: Dear Savior, we humbly kneel at the cross in awe of your power and of your love.  

Amen. 
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THE SEVEN WORDS OF THE CROSS 
 

I            
 

A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH 
(CW 100) 

 
1) A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, Our guilt and evil bearing 
    And, laden with the sins of earth, None else the burden sharing. 
    Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, To slaughter led without complaint, 
    That spotless life to offer, Bears shame and stripes and wounds and death, 
    Anguish and mockery and says, “Willing all this I suffer.” 
 
 
2) This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, The Lamb of God, our Savior; 
    Him God the Father chose to send To gain for us his favor. 
   “Go forth, my Son,” the Father said, “And free my children from their dread 
    Of guilt and condemnation.  The wrath and stripes are hard to bear, 
    But by your passion they will share The fruit of your salvation.” 
 
First Word:                                                                                                                         Luke 23:26-34 
26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the 
cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who 
mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then “ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and 
to the hills, “Cover us!” ’ 31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came  
to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 
34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up 
his clothes by casting lots. 
 

First candle is extinguished 
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II     
 

SING, MY TONGUE, THE GLORIOUS BATTLE 
(CW 122) 

 
1) Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle; Sing the ending of the fray. 
     Now above the cross, the trophy, Sound the loud triumphant lay. 
     Tell how Christ, the world’s Redeemer, As a victim won the day. 
 
4) Faithful cross, true sign of triumph, Be for all the noblest tree; 
    None in foliage, none in blossom, None in fruit your equal be, 
    Symbol of the world’s redemption, For your burden makes us free. 
 
Second Word:                                                                                                                  Luke 23:38-43 
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 One of the criminals 
who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal 
rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we 
are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom. ” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
 

Second candle is extinguished 
 

     
 
 

III 
 

UPON THE CROSS EXTENDED 
(CW 113) 

 
1) Upon the cross extended, See, world, your Lord suspended; 
    Your Savior yields his breath.  The Prince of life from heaven 
    Himself has freely given To shame and blows and bitter death. 
 
5) Your cords of love, my Savior, Bind me to you forever; 
     I am no longer mine.  To you I gladly tender 
    All that my life can render And all I have to you resign. 
 
Third Word:                                                                                                                       John 19:25-27  
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,here is 
your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
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Third candle is extinguished 
 

     
 
 
 

IV 
 

O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED 
(CW 105) 

 
1)  O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 
     Now scornfully surrounded, With thorns your only crown, 
     O sacred head, no glory Now from your face does shine; 
     Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call you mine. 
 
2) Men mock and taunt and jeer you, They smite your countenance, 
     Though mighty worlds shall fear you And flee before your glance. 
     How pale you are with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn! 
     Your eyes with pain now languish That once were bright as morn! 
 
Fourth Word:                                                                                                              Matthew 27:45-49 
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried 
out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”). 47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them 
ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, 
“Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
 
 

Fourth candle is extinguished 
 
 

     
 
 
 

V 
 

O DEAREST JESUS 
(CW 117) 

 

1) O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken 
    That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken? 
    Of what great crime have you to make confession 
    What dark transgression? 
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2)  They crown your head with thorns, they smite, they scourge you; 
      With cruel mockings to the cross they urge you; 
      They give you gall to drink, they still decry you;  
      They crucify you. 
 
 
Fifth Word                                                                                                                             John 19:28, 29 
28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am 
thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop 
plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 

 
 

Fifth candle is extinguished 
 
 

     
 
 

VI 
 

OH, COME, MY SOUL 
(CW 99) 

 
1)  Oh, come, my soul, your Savior see  
      Nailed to your cross on Calvary. 
      Your pains he bears; Your thorns he wears 
      That yours a crown of life might be. 
 
2)  ’Tis yours, my soul, the sin, the shame, 
     The cross, the nails, the thirst, the pain; 
     In agony His blood runs free 
     To write in heaven’s book your name. 
 
3)  Oh, sing, my soul, sing endlessly  
      The wondrous love that sets you free; 
      His dying breath Brings life from death, 
      Makes heav’n your home eternally. 
 
 
Sixth Word:                                                                                                                         John 19:30                                            
30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

Sixth candle is extinguished 
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VII 
 

STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED 
(CW 127) 

 
1)  Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See him dying on the tree! 
     ’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, ’tis he, ’tis he. 
     ’Tis the long expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
     Proofs I see sufficient of it:  ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 
 
2)  Tell me, as you hear him groaning, Was there ever grief like his? 
     Friends through fear his cause disowning, Foes insulting his distress, 
     Many hands were raised to wound him, None would intervene to save, 
     But the deepest stroke that pierced him Was the stroke that Justice gave. 
 
3) If you think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great, 
    Here you see its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate. 
    Mark the sacrifice appointed; See who bears the awful load  
    ’Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God. 
 
4) Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost; 
    Christ’s the rock of our salvation, His the name which we boast. 
    Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt 
    None shall ever be confounded Who on him their hope have built. 
 
Seventh Word:                                                                                                                      Luke 23:33-46 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, 
the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided 
up his clothes by casting lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. 
They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was a written 
notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled 
insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear 
God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom. ” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  44 It was now about 
noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
 
 

Seventh candle is extinguished 
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Sermon text                                                                                                               Matthew 27:45-50               
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, there was darkness over all the land. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “This fellow is calling for Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them 
ran, took a sponge, and soaked it with sour wine. Then he put it on a stick and gave him a drink. 49 The rest said, 
“Leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50 After Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, he gave up his 
spirit. (EHV) 
 

The Greatest Battle Ever Fought 
 
 
 
Hymn Response:  CW 125                                                    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
1) When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died, 
     My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride.  
 

2) Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God. 
     All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

3) See, from his head, his hands, his feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
    Did e’er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
4) Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 
     Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
BIDDING PRAYER 
 

M: Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father would defend her from the devil and 
keep her faithful to her Lord. 

Silent prayer 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving name to the world through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Protect us from the assaults of the evil one, and help us remain faithful to your 
Word so that in every adversity we may stand firm in our faith and give ourselves fully to our 
Savior’s work, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and for all people of God. 
Silent prayer 
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M: Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for the good of your people.  Preserve us 
from divisive spirits and false teachers.  Give your servants the grace to proclaim Christ joyfully in 
word and deed so that all who hear them may come to know their Savior better and be 
strengthened for their lives of service, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word, that they remain firm in the simple 

faith of Baptism. 
Silent prayer 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you make us your dear children by the washing of rebirth and 

renewal in the Holy Spirit.  Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in Baptism, that each 
day they may die to sin and rise again to live new and holy lives, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all who are in authority. 
Silent prayer 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you have established earthly government to keep a measure of order 

in this dying world and to protect us from the disorder of sin.  Give to all rulers the wisdom to 
govern well and to all citizens the desire to obey them, so that we may live peaceful lives in all 
godliness and holiness, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
M: Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and our communities from the many earthly 

calamities that threaten us. 
Silent prayer 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, on all sides we are surrounded by danger from wars and famine, 

from disease and pestilence, with the devil begrudging us every minute of our lives.  Protect us 
from all these miseries so that your name may still be glorified in them and so that we may safely 
pass through them to your heavenly kingdom, through Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that they may come to know the one true God 

and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. 
Silent prayer 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, your Son was lifted up on the cross so that he might draw all people 

to himself.  Through the proclamation of your Word, mercifully gather from the nations a people 
that are your very own, that we may join together around your throne in glory to praise and thank 
you forever, through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us. 
Silent prayer 
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M: Almighty and everlasting God, no one can harm us without grieving you, whose name we bear.  
We ask that you would change the hearts of those who work against us and who hate us without 
reason.  Give them repentance and faith so that they may be glad with us and find joy in your love, 
through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial. 
Silent prayer 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our griefs and to carry our 

sorrows.  Help those who are suffering for your name’s sake and who are struggling against 
temptation, that they may not be overwhelmed with sadness but find relief in your grace, through 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask in the words he 

himself has taught us. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Closing instrumental anthem:                                                                              “Were You There?” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Officiants: 

Violinist:  Maria Ginés 
Accompaniment:  Claire and Lily Herman 

Lector:  Pastor Nathan Fager 
Liturgist:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

Preacher:  Pastor Daniel Slaughter 
 


