
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Second Sunday of Easter                                                                           April 15 & 19, 2020 

 
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
Worship Focus:  The sure testimony of the resurrection is placed before us today.  Jesus’ 
resurrection is attested to by the Scriptures and by eyewitnesses.  Faith hears this testimony and 
rejoices in sure and certain hope in Jesus.  Those who have such faith are declared blessed by the 
risen Christ. 
 
Liturgy:  Common Service                                          CW pg. 15 
 
Opening Hymn:  CWS 722                                   “Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom” 
 

 
 



 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
      Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I  
      have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what  
      is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment  
      both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in  
      my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 

 
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the  
      atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his  

      authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of  
      the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 



Glory Be To God 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

 

 



P:  Let us pray. 

 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

 

 
 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson                                                                                                                  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: “Men 
of Judea, and all you residents of Jerusalem, understand this, and listen closely to my words. 
 
 
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man recommended to you by God with 
miracles, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know. 23 This 
man, who was handed over by God’s set plan and foreknowledge, you killed by having lawless men 
nail him to a cross. 24 He is the one God raised up by freeing him from the agony of death, because 
death was not able to hold him in its grip.25 “Indeed, David says concerning him:  I saw the Lord 
always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart was 
glad, and my tongue rejoiced. 
My flesh also will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon my life to the grave, nor will you let 
your Holy One see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life. You will fill me with joy 
in your presence.  29 “Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch David, 
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet and 
knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his descendants on his 
throne, 31 he saw what was coming and spoke about the resurrection of Christ, saying that he was 
neither abandoned to the grave nor did his flesh see decay. 32 “This Jesus is the one God has raised up. 
We are all witnesses of that. (EHV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Psalm 16                       CW pg. 68 
The Church sings a psalm of resurrection joy.  Psalm 16 was quoted by Peter to the crown in Jerusalem in testimony of the Lords 
resurrection. 

 

 
 

Keep me safe, O God,* 

for in you I take refuge. 

 

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 

apart from you I have no good thing.” 

 

I have set the LORD always before me.* 

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 

 

Refrain 

 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 

my body also will rest secure, 

 

because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 

nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

 

You have made known to me the path of life;* 

you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



 
 
 
Second Lesson                                                                                                1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 into an inheritance that is 
undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 5 Through faith you are being protected by 
God’s power for the salvation that is ready to be revealed at the end of time. 6 Because of this you 
rejoice very much, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 
kinds of trials 7 so that the proven character of your faith—which is more valuable than gold, which 
passes away even though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see him now, yet by believing in 
him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 because you are receiving 
the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (EHV) 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
Hymn of the Day:  CW 165                                            “O Sons and Daughters of the King” 
 

 
 
 

Sermon text and theme                                                                                    John 20:19-31 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors 
because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with 
you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am 
also sending you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven.” 24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he 



said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, 
and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 After eight days, his disciples were inside 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 
them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my 
hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, 
you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Jesus, in the 
presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written in this book. 31 But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name. (EHV) 
 

PEACE 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
P:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by  
     the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.  
C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his   
      life to rescue the lost. 
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious  
     triumph. 



 
P:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and  
      grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your  
      redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory: 
C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor  
      and glory and praise. 
 
P:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to  
     those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our  
     talents, and our treasures. 
C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
P:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering  
     and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of  
     eternal life. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
Silent prayer. 
 
P:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts,  
      we come before you and say: 
C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn:  CW 149 (vs. 1-4)             “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
 

 
 
 

Prayer 
 
P:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 
     above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and  
     edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess  
     your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
     you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 



 

 
 
 
Closing Hymn:  CW 149 (v. 5)                                         “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
 

 
                
 

Officiants 
Accompanist:  Monica Herman 
 Liturgist: Pastor Ross Ulrich  

Preacher: Pastor Daniel Slaughter 
 


