
 

 

 
 

 

“They were looking intently 
into the sky . . .” 

Acts 1:10 
 



 ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

IN JESUS’ NAME WE WELCOME YOU! 
 

Ascension                                 May 24, 2020 

 
WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word 
will strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in 
believing that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 
Worship Focus:  At the close of the Easter season, the family of God is assured of the Lord’s abiding 
care and presence with them.  Suffering cannot deter faith; the abiding love of God continues to sustain 
his people. 

 
Liturgy: Sunday Service of Morning Praise                          CW pg. 45 
 
Opening Hymn:  CW 171 (vs. 1-5)                                             “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for 
us at your right hand.   Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith 
to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 
 
Oh, Come, Let Us Sing To The Lord 
 

 
    
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
First Lesson                                                                                                       Ephesians 1:16-23 
16 I never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep praying that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
knowing Christ fully. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know 
the hope to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints is, 19 and 
just how surpassingly great his power is for us who believe. 20 It is as great as the working of his 
mighty strength, which God worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule, authority, power, and dominion, and above 
every name that is given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 God also placed all things 
under his feet and made him head over everything for the church. 23 The church is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (EHV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 8                                                      CW pg. 67 
The majesty of God’s name and his graciousness to humankind form the praise of the Church this day. 
 

 
 

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!* 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 

 

When I consider your heavens,* 

the work of your fingers, 

 

what is man that you are mindful of him,* 

the Son of Man that you care for him? 

 

Refrain 

 

You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings* 

and crowned him with glory and honor. 

 

You made him ruler over the works of your hands;* 

you put everything under his feet. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

Refrain Tune: Lynn Trapp. © 1989 Morning Star Music Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
Second Lesson                                                                   Luke 24:44-53 
44 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is 
written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. 



But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50 He led them out as far as the 
vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 And while he was blessing them, he 
parted from them and was taken up into heaven. 52 So they worshipped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy. 53 They were continually in the temple courts, praising and blessing God. 
Amen.  (EHV)          
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  Surely I will be with you always, to 
the very end of the age. Alleluia.  

 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day:  CW 565                                                                          “There Still Is Room” 
 

 
 
 
Sermon text and theme                                                             Acts 1:1-14 
1 I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and teaching 2 until the day 
he was taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many convincing 
proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and told them things about the kingdom of 
God. 4 Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, 
but wait for what the Father promised, which you heard from me. 5 For John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”6 So when they were together 
with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 



7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said these 
things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 They 
were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men in white clothes stood beside 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain called the Mount of 
Olives, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they entered the city, they 
went to the upstairs room where they were staying. Peter and John were there, also James and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 14 All of them kept praying together with one mind, along with 
the women, with Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. (EHV) 
 

“JESUS’ ASCENSION  
PROMPTS US TO LOOK” 

 
We Praise You, O God 
 

 



 
 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 

 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C:    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Prayer for Grace 
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this new 

day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into 

any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 
 
 
Blessing 

 
 

 
 
 
Closing Hymn:  CW 171 (v. 6)                                           “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”   

 

 
 
 

Officiants: 
Accompament: Mona Vitale 

Liturgust:  Pastor Daniel Slaughter 
Preacher:  Pastor Ross Ulrich 

 


